[Tuberculosis screening of foreigners in European, North-American, and Oceanian countries].
To plan a tuberculosis control program of foreign-born people in Japan, we reviewed the policies of tuberculosis screening on entrance for immigrants and non-immigrant visitors other than refugees and asylum-seekers in European, North American and Oceanic countries. Medical literature review and Internet search for the official governmental web sites. In most countries, the main targets of tuberculosis screening programs for foreign-born people are refugees and asylum-seekers. Very few countries have a tuberculosis screening system on entrance for non-immigrant visitors. Such counties include Norway, The Netherlands, UK, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. The USA only screens immigrants who will settle permanently in USA. Screening policies and methods are highly variable, but many of the screening systems are not working well. The effectiveness of mass screening on entrance by chest X-ray, as a tuberculosis control program, is not well analyzed, and the validity of such screening is questionable. It is not accurate to think that a tuberculosis-screening program for foreign-born people on entrance to a country is an effective world standard. We must adopt a wider perspective in planning a tuberculosis control program for foreign-born people, including community-based approaches.